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CHARLES GUY ATTLEE 

1907-1956 

357 

CHARLES ATTLEE came late to the Alps, but with the joy and enthusiasm 
that were characteristic of the man. He had been given outdoor 
interests by early walks with his father, wh~ch he recalled with gratitude. 
His election to the Club was based on four seasons, 1949-52, and the 
climbs listed, mostly guideless, included W eisshorn by Schalligrat with 
descent by Arete Young, Dent Blanche by Viereselsgrat, Matterhorn 
by Zmutt, traverse of Zinal Rothorn the last a favourite climb, 
repeated twice more. Among his later climbs were the Ober Gabelhorn 
by North face and down Arbengrat, Grand Combin, Lenzspitze, 
Allalinhorn. 

Charles climbed often and very happily with the Cure of Moutier, 
Louis Frelechoz, and through him joined the Section Prevotoise of the 
Swiss Alpine Club. There he was most popular, attending meets and 
being known as' notre M. Clement' an allusion to his distinguished 
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Charles had wide interests, among them photography and music, and 
many friends. He was Manager of Lloyds Bank, Worcester, President 
of the Worcester Chamber of Commerce, Treasurer of the Friends of 
Worcester Cathedral. It is grievous that we should lose him at the 
height of his powers. On August 1, while climbing the Aiguille Purts
cheller, he became suddenly unconscious, fell a short distance from a 
rock platform and struck his head on rock. He is buried at Chamonix. 

M. H. SLATER. 

• 

THOMAS DUNCAN BOURDILLON 

. 1924- 1956 

ToM BouRDILLON was killed, with Dick Viney, on the ascent of the East 
Buttress of the Jagihorn in the Bernese Oberland, on July 29, 1956, and 
in this tragic event the climbing world has lost two of its most distin
guished and beloved members. 

Tom was educated at Gresham's School, and at Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he obtained an Honours degree in Physics. Later he 
was attached to the Ministry of Supply experimental station at Westcott, 
and it was during this period that, in conjunction with his father, he 
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·devised the Closed-Circuit oxygen apparatus vvhich had such success 
• 

on Everest. 
I first n1et Tom in 1. 949, when in his last year at Balliol he was already 

a legend amongst Oxford climbers. He used to live in a tiny rootn on 
the top floor of the Taj Mahal, and one would ascend through the aromas 
of the Far East to see him. Dal Gosht and Bindi Gosht why had he 
chosen such exotic bed-fellows ? Because, so he said, there vvas an 
excellent drainpipe leading all the eighty feet up to his window overlook
ing the Turl, and it made an interesting climb when the doors of the 
restaurant were locked. But whatever the reason, this apparent iso
lation in the clouds emphasised his position as a god of Oxford climbing. 

There were all sorts of stories about him. About his climbing 
prowess he had soloed up the top pitches of Great Slab in the 
dark about his prodigious strength it was stated that he could bend 
wrought iron bars, and I later confirmed that this was true. It -vvas even 
rumoured that, as secretary of the O.lJ.M.C., he had run a meet at 
Helyg on nothing n1ore substantial than porridge and strawberry jam, 
and, in spite of this, the club had risen under his inspiration and 
leadership to tackle climbs far harder than any they had before dared 
to attempt. 

I therefore laid in a stock of conventional foods for our winter meet 
at R.l,.H. in 1949, and awaited his arrival with some curiosity. There 
is a photograph of him as he then was, leaning up against the 
door of the hut, a patch two feet long down one trouser-leg, bearded, 
scruffy, and wearing that half-smile which so often played over his lips, 
and which made it difficult to know just what he was thinking. Later 
in the week Tom took me out to tackle Giinmer Crack in six inches of 
snow under the pretext that it was essential to ' give the mountain a 
chance,' and on the return journey we climbed and abseiled, somewhat 
unconventionally, through the bed of Dungeon Ghyll. Tom did not 
climb because he had to, or because the mountain was there, or for any 
of the obsessive-compulsive reasons which mountaineers sometimes 
use, but because he enjoyed it, and it was fun. 

Our first big Alpine season was that of 1950, and it marked the begin
ning of the post-war renaissance of British climbing. The responsi
bility for this was, of course, entirely Tom's, his party being much less 
experienced than he, and content to go where he led them. Our first 
climb was a tres difficile, and in the next three weeks we completed 
seven climbs, of which the North face of the Dru was, perhaps, symbolic 
of the new emphasis in British climbing. This particular expedition 
went without a hitch, except that Tom had to spend an hour quietly 
looking for his crampons on the rognon beside our bivouac site, before 
we eventually started off. This emphasised one thing, that Tom fre-
quently left the organisation of cliiJlbing holidays, the equipment, the 
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routes to look after themselves, and, indeed, the only sort of competition 
which we ever had together was one which concerned the number of 
times we had each lost the route. Nevertheless, and it is an apparent 

· paradox, Tom \¥as one of the most determined, accomplished and 
single-minded Alpinists of our time. He always knew what he 'vanted 
to do and, with a minimum of fuss, he did it. 

We did not climb again together for some time. Tom was either 
in the Himalayas, on Cho Oyu and twice on Everest, and every school
boy knows what he there accomplished, or living quietly at his home in 
Quainton. 

There 'vas nothing that Tom could not do about the house. Build
ing and demolishing outhouses, removing trees and replanting them, 
Birnam Wood to Dunsinane Hill had nothing on the activities of North 
End Lodge, and the inhabitants of Quainton, like Macbeth, must often 
have wondered what was going to happen next. 

In I 9 55 we went together to the Alps again. It was an appallingly 
\\'et season, but in spite of this we climbed in quick succession the Peigne, 
the Crocodile, the Aiguille Noire de Peuterey and the Grand Capucin 
by routes of some difficulty, the last two ranking amongst the hardest 
of the Western Alps. It is impossible to praise too highly Tom's 
performance on these expeditions, not only from the technical vie,vpoint, 
one took that for granted, but because as a companion in difficulties and 
under the various discomforts which these climbs entail, he 'vas so 
cheerful, so unruffled, so dependable and safe. Even a bivouac on a 
two by four ledge and fifteen degrees of frost becatne almost enjoyable. 
One discussed astronomy, or perhaps the mechanism of acclimatisa
tion to high altitude. Tom was a man of wide interests and knO\\'ledge, 
and he often kne'v more about my ovvn field than I did myself. 

Tom was the greatest of contemporary English climbers, and yet it is 
not for this that he will be remembered by his friends. They will think 
of him as the man who was as nearly a saint as any human being can be. 
H ere anyone who did not know Tom v:ill perhaps say c another 
panegyric,' c another perfect memorial.' Any biographer tends, in 
reverence, more to praise than to blame, and it is therefore necessary 
to express how much more the customary superlatives are due to Tom. 
Because if anybody was generous, anybody sincere, anybody unselfish, 
he was. It is true that he had faults. He was too shy, and had he been 
less so the pleasure of his friendship ' vould have been more widely known. 
H e would willingly put himself out to protect the feelings of others. 
His very presence made argument and discord ugly things, and so it 
happened that everyone who knew him was his friend for ever. Perhaps 
not only his friend. There is a quality of admiration between one man 
and another in perfection of character clearly his superior, vvhich is 
friendship and emulation and even love. Tom was loved by his friends, 
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and in !?is company they partook of his peace and happiness, and were 
better people for it. 

He was a devoted husband and father, and to his widow,. J ennifer, we 
express our deepest sympathy; we, having kno\vn Tom, can understand 
in part what his loss means. 

H. G. NrcoL. 

SrR JOHN HUNT vvrites : 

Tom's climbing achievements, his rock-like qualities of character, 
are so widely reputed, even among those who did not know him person
ally, that there is no need for me to write of these abstractly in paying 
tribute to his memory. So many incidents during our acquaintance are 
imprinted on the mind the more deeply by his passing ; they underline 
these deeds and these qualities, but they also ~voke feelings of deep 
affection to add to those of admiration. 

We first rnet in 1950 at a Chamonix cafe, both of us recently returned 
from the Drus, I from the traverse, he fresh from his North face climb 
with Hamish Nicol, which so profoundly influenced the progress of 
British post-war climbing. I remember thinking what a rare combina
tion of strength and gentleness there was in thi~ shy, friendly person, 
who had little more to say of the climb than that it was 'very pleasant.' 
Even this brief encounter made a deep impression which remained 
with me when, three years later, I came to plan the 1953 Everest Exped
ition. He was my first choice and I shall not forget with ~·hat tense 
anxiety I awaited his reply to my invitation, made over lunch, while 
Tom wrestled with his conscience, his deep sense of loyalty disturbed 
by the unhappy situation which had arisen over the change in leadership. 
His favourable answer, two days later, was the first thrilling success in 

• 

the story of Everest's ascent. 
I remember, later in the story, another thrill when, as we left a blazing 

fire of rhododendrons at Thyangboche one night during the acclimati
sation period, Tom said to me, ' John, I think we are a very happy party.' 
Till then I had not felt sure of his feelings, from his initial misgivings ; 
now I knew he was really with me. I felt uplifted, strengthened by his 
strength, hopeful for the outcome on just this account. 

I remember, later still, among many incidents, tense and joyous, 
shared with him, Tom's disappointment over not getting to the top on 
May 26. This, too, he shared with me in confidence, on the South Col, 
on the way down the Lhotse Face and during the 'valk back to Kath
mandu. This relevation of his very human feelings, in one who rarely 
showed his emotions, was for me a very precious thing ; a poignant one 
too, for by kno~ring the mental make-up of both Tom and Charles 
Evans and purposely pairing them together, I felt some responsibility 
for the fortunate fact that they returned from the south summit. 

' 
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Eight days before his death, we sat with Charles Wylie in Regent's 
Park, eating sandwiches and discussing, among other mountain matters, 
Tom's proposals for a traverse of Everest from north to south. Everest 
has gitVen to all of us who· climbed it a sense of family, of belonging, 
and this reunion again provided the same simple happiness which derives 
from a deep experience shared together. 

If human greatness means hard-earned eminence in some -sphere of 
endeavour, combined with sincerity, kindness, loyalty and exceeding 
modesty, then Tom, who least desired it, ~ay be numbered among the 
truly great. 

G u ·y HENRY BULLOCK 

1887-1956 

IN December 1908 I read a paper to the Club entitled Five Years with 
Recruits :1 now I write the obituary of the last of those recruits whose 
doings were recorded in it. 

Bullock was born in Pekin. His father, after a long career in the 
Consular Service, became professor of Chinese at Oxford ; Guy also 
chose to make his career in that Service. He went as a scholar to 
Winchester in 1901, mathematics being his main subject. He was a fine 
all-round athlete, a good footb~ller both at the peculiar Winchester 
game and at soccer, in the cricket eleven, scoring seventy runs against 
Eton in 1906, and a very good long-distance runner. He had the 
elasticity of muscle, the excellent balance and control and., above all, 
the temperament to make a completely reliable companion on the rope. 
He came to Pen-y-gwryd with my party in January 1905.. He took to 
rock-climbing at once, and learned such technique as he acquired, as I 
and all my young companions did, by experience and not instruction. 

His first visit to the Alps was to Arolla in 1905, where there was 
some grave headshaking over our doings. Four grand days following 
bad weather and heavy snowfall did something to restore our reputa
tion. Bullock, Mallory, Tyndale and I traversed the Pleureur to 
Mauvoisin, came back over the Mont Blanc de Seilon, and, leaving 
Tyndale behind in deference to his youth and his mother's warnings 
from the critics, climbed the Dent Blanche from the Bertol Hut. 

In 1906, Mallory could not be with us, and Bullock and Tyndale 
became my regular companions for our most important climbs. 
Between two Sundays at Zinal we traversed the Rothorn, the Tasch
horn and Dom, and the Weisshorn, Guy being our sheet anchor. From 
Zermatt that ·year he was invaluable in that position when our party 
included my sister and my fiancee on the Nord End and Dufourspitze, 
a long expedition. His perfect steadiness was particularly needed two 

1 A.J. 24. 367. 
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days later on the Matterhorn. The moonlight ascent after dinner at 
the Schwarzsee went perfectly, but I missed the way down on the 
Italian side and we had some very tricky climbing before we rejoined 
the right route well below the ropes and ladder that offer security over 
the first few hundred feet. 

Ried in the Lotschental was our headquarters to start with in 1907. 
Guy was not so used to writing as Tyndale, but I have just read again 
his account in the' minutes we kept of a fine day we had traversing the 
ridge from the Breitlauihorn to the Lotschentaler Breithor11. On that 
occasion he, as the strong man, came next to me on the rope to hold 
me in slippery places. It was good to know he was there above me 
on the first pretty formidable drop from the Breitlauihorn. He was 
quite a quick mover when occasion required it, as on a traverse of the 
Bietschhorn, the account of which is also in his writing, when we came 
down on the North side without crossing to the Hut and were back for 

-lunch at Ried. Later that year he and I had a very long day traversing 
the two highest peaks of the Blaitiere starting from Couttet's Hotel, and 
a perfect day with Tyndale as our third man crossing Mont Blanc via 
the Aiguille de Bionnassay. 

In I9o8 the same three did what Guy would have agreed with me 
were our severest climbs ; a route up the North side of the Mittaghorn 
and a traverse of the Grosshorn. 2 On both these Guy came next to 
me on the rope. He was elected to the Club in February, I909, with 
what J. P. Farrar told me was one of the best lists of qualifying expedi-

• • ttons ever sent tn. 
In I 909, at Breuil, all the points on the ridge between the more 

northerly of the J umeaux and the Chateau des Dames were visited and 
Guy helped me to escort a son of Gilbert Murray up the Matterhorn 
and later the Gran des J orasses.. He was abroad in the great season of 
I 9 I I, but took part in various climbs, some of them new, at Cogne in · 
I9I2. In I9I3 he went to New Orleans, where he met the lady whom 
he married later in I9I6, Alice McGloin, daughter of a judge of the 
Louisiana Court of Appeal. During I9I9 he was Charge d'Affaires 
at Lima. 

In I 92 I he joined the first Everest expedition and, owing to the 
death of Kellas and the illness of Raeburn, Mallory and he were the 
only two really experienced climbers left to carry out the reconnais
sance. Bullock was, in many ways, an ideal companion for Mallory 
that year. ·Jn nearly all the climbs he did with me he was last on the 
rope and I believe it was the position that he liked best and he was 
admirably fitted for it, strong, imperturbable and exceptionally safe. 
In all the years we climbed together, I cannot remember his ever 
slipping. Mallory was always eager to jump into the lead, Bullock was 

2 A.J. 24. 36o. 
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just the man to ensure the climb being carriea out safely, for he was a 
good judge of conditions as well as an assurance of support in difficulty. 
His part in the reconnaissance does not catch the light as that of Mallory 
'does, but his staying povver and cool, controlled efficiency were just 
what -vvas needed. 

He and his wife were with our party at Courmayeur in 1923 and at 
Pontresina in 1928, \vhen he and Hugh Howarth and I had a good day 
on the Biancograt of Piz Bernina. I remember admiring the quiet, 
perfectly assured vvay he came down last into the Scharte. He was 
out once more \vith me in 1936 \vhen Monte I.Jeone, the Adamello and 
the Order were the main items in an extensive but not at all strenuous 
programme. When he was Minister Resident in Quito in 1938, he 
ascended Cotopaxi. His companion Andre Roosevelt succumbed to 
mountain sickness 2,ooo ft. belovv the top and Bullock had to complete 
the ascent alone. Volume L of the ALPINE JouRNAL contains an 
account and photographs of the crater and of Iliniza. On the latter 
I have little doubt he \\ras right in judging the final slope to be ' a little 
steep for our party.' He worked in the prisoners of war department of 
the Foreign Office from 1941-4 and retired from his last post at Brazza
ville in · 194 7. 

Like other mathematicians, Bullock was given to silent thinking 
• 

\vhere others -vvould have talked. Late to bed and late to rise was his 
habit \vhen circumstances allo\ved, but hard to wake when once 

' 

asleep ; then he would occasionally vvalk, and I remember having a 
violent wrestle with him at some primitive quarters on a first-floor 
room in the Alps to prevent his -vvalking out at an opening where the 
vvindo\v should have been. There -vvere occasions \vhen \Ve made the 
early start \Vithout him and a rather large share of what \Vent into the 
rucksacks was left for him to bring on ; he never made any protest 
\vhen he caught us up. Several years might elapse .bet\veen our 
·meetings with each other ; then we met as if we had just finished a 
climb as of old. Perhaps \Ve had, a lightning repetition flashed on the 
memory. 

R. L. G. IRVING. 

LT.-CoL. C. K. Ho,VARD BuRY writes : 

G. H. Bullock \vas vvith me on the first Everest Expedition and no
one could have fitted in better. At the time of the expedition he was 
home on leave from the Consular Service and vve vvere lucky to be able 
to get hold of him. 

It was of the greatest importance on an enterprise of this kind to 
have people that got on well with each other. At high altitudes men 
tend to become irritable, but Bullock had great qualifications a 
placid temperament and an ability to sleep under any conditions. He 

• 
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was an old schoolfellow and mountaineering companion of Mallory's 
and most of the hard work of the expedition fell on these two. 

Ovving to the death of Dr. Kellas and the illness of Raeburn, Bullock 
and Mallory were now the only members of the Alpine Club left to 

• 

reconnoitre the high approaches and glaciers leading up to the massif 
of Mount Everest. On them fell the burden of reconnoitring first in 
the Rongbuk Valley and then the valleys leading to the Lhakpa La. 
For three months they trained their porters and worked incessantly 
in exploring the side glaciers, but it was not till the end that they dis
covered the East Rongbuk glacier which they had missed on their first 
• JOUrney. 

Mallory and Bullock shared the brunt of th~ whole campaign
hopes raised and many disappointments ; but at last they found their 
way to the Lhakpa La and looked down onto the East Rongbuk valley 
and across t9 the North Col. They both climbed the North Col and 
it was only due to the savage weather in the autumn, after the monsoon 
was over, that a greater height than the North Col was not attained. 

There. are, alas ! very few survivors of that first expedition and I am 
glad to be able to pay my tribute to Bullock for his untiring and steady 
work always ready to help ; a companion cheerful and unassuming. 

It was his work and that of Mallory the two together that made 
a success of the first reconnaissance expedition and blazed the trail for 
other expeditions to follow. . 

JOHN STANLEY DRIVER-HOLLOWAY . 

. 1871- 1956 

THE late J. S. Driver-Holloway belonged to the family that founded 
Holloway College and the Holloway Sanatorium at Virginia Water. 
Thomas Holloway, his uncle, was a self-made man who, in the 183os; 
started a business in patent medicines. After an initial failure, fol
lowing which he saw the inside of a debtor's prison (he 'vent to the 
notorious Whitecross Street, against which Mr. Pickwick 'vas warried
' Impossible ! There are sixty beds in a ward ; and the bolt's on, 
sixteen hours out of the four-and-twenty '), Thomas Holloway built 
up a flourishing business, from the proceeds of which he later devoted 
immense sums to build, equip and endow the institutions now known 
by his name. 

His nephew John was trained as an. engineer, but never practised, 
as he, too, went into the family business of patent medicines. He 
commenced mountaineering in 1899 and climbed regularly up to 1908, 
the year of his election to the Alpine Club. Much of his climbing 
was done in the Oberland and included not only a large number of the 
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customary routes, but others of a higher grade, such as the J ungfrau and 
Monch from the Guggi hut, and the Wetterhorn from the Hiihnergutz 
glacier. He appears to have been particularly interested in the Eiger . . 
and Eigerhornli, and in I 903 ascended from Alpiglen to the Mittellegi 
ridge, but it is impossible to say, from his notes, whether any great 
height was attained on the Eiger by this route probably not. At 
this date, the Mittellegi ridge had only once been descended, by von 
Kuffner in I885. 

Mr. Driver-Holloway married in I909 and though he did not 
entirely cease climbing (he was out in I9I2), he dropped it very largely. 
The late S. B. Peech was his climbing companio~ in more than one 
season and, when Mr. Driver-Holloway was bombed out during the 
last war, he lived with the -Peeches for some time near Winchester. 
He remained very active almost to the end, golfing and swimmi11;g 
regularly, and to his daughter, Mrs. Mumford, to whom we are in
debted for information concerning him, 3 we tender our sympathy in 
her loss. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

WILFRED JUSTUS F.OSTER 

I888-I956 
A MEMBER of a well-known Essex family, W. J. Foster was educated at 
Bancroft's School, Woodford, and London University, _and was called 
to the Bar in I 9 I 5. He was then on the staff of the Prudential Assur
ance Company and, when he retired in I946, was Deputy Controller of 
the Approved Societies Branch. In his spare time he did much 
valuable work as voluntary legal adviser at the East End Dockland 
Settlement. He also took intense interest in the life, history and 
tradition of Epping Forest, on the verge of which he lived, and published 
a book which is by way of being an authority on the district. 

His favourite Alpine climbing ground was the Tyrol, to which he 
returned again and again, but he spent occasional holidays in Switzer
land and the Dolomites. After two successful seasons in the Pennines 
he was elected to the Club in 1934· 

After his retirement he continued to go to the mountains, walking 
and even doing an occasional climb, although a serious collapse whilst 
scrambling in the Lochaber hills had given warning that his heart was 
far from sound. 

A trip to the foothills of the Himalaya in I 9 55 was followed by a 
return to Austria in the early summer of the present year. It was 
whilst walking up to a hut in the Pitztal that he had a further heart 

3 We have also to thank the Secretary of the Holloway Sanatorium for the 
loan of a copy of a privately printed book, The Story of Thomas Holloway. 
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attack, which proved fatal. He is buried in the churchyard of 
St. Leonhard. He died, and lies, amongst the mountains, as I believe 
he would have wished. 

Foster will be remembered, above all, for his kindliness and his 
unfailingly equable disposition : I cannot recollect ever seeing him 
ruffled or put out. We shall for long continue to miss his head of thick 
white hair (a legacy from World War I) and his cheerful smile. 

A. A. GALLOWAY. 

JOSEPH WILLIAM ANDREW HICKSON 

I873- I956. 

DR. HicKSON was born in Montreal, July 7, I 873, the son of Sir J oseph 
and Catherine Dow Hickson. He was unmarried, and died in his sleep 
on April 22, 1956. After graduating from McGill University, he 
studied at Freiburg, Berlin and Halle, and was professor of metaphysics 
and logic at McGill, I 909- 24. 

He ,;vas elected to the Alpine Club in 1922, and became a member of 
the American Alpine Club in I9IO. He served as President of the 
Alpine Club of Canada, 1924-25, which he had joined in 1908 and of 
which he was elected an honorary member in I954· He edited the 
Canad£an Alp£ne Journal, 1928- 29, and represented the Alpine Club 
of Canada at the fiftieth anniversary dinner of the Appalachian Moun
tain Club in 1926. 

His first climbs, Jungfrau and Wetterhorn, were made in I9oo, and 
his last season was in the Canadian Rockies in 1930 when he was fifty
seven. He had other seasons in the Alps, notably in 19I I, at the end 
of which, due to incompetent guidance, he had a narrow escape through 
falling into a crevasse at the base of Mont Collon. Schreckhorn, Grands 
Charmoz, Aig. du Geant, Dent du Requin and traverse of Grepon 
were included in this year. He ascended the Matterhorn in 1922, and 
traversed it in 1927, when he was fifty-four. Most of his climbing, 
however, was in Canada, usually in company of the guide, Edward 
Feuz, Jr. The only amateur companion was the late Howard Palmer, 
who was with him in three seasons, I924- 26. Despite a lame knee, 
which slowed him, Hickson was an able and persistent mountaineer, 
missing few seasons. In the Selkirks and Rockies he made at least 
twenty-eight first ascents. He wrote many journal articles of import
ance, one of them being a historical paper of Canadian climbing 
(.Appalach£a, Feb. 1926), and two others dealing with the psychological 
aspects of our sport. He kept abreast of literature and continued his 
interest in the activities of others until the end. 

J. M. THORINGTON. 
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MR. HENRY S. HALL, }R., writes: 

I first met Hickson in the Canadian Rockies about forty years ago. 
H~ generally climbed with Edward Feuz and they made many ascents 
together, his ' firsts ' in Canada including : Pinnacle, lVIt. Douglas 
(U'hite Douglas), Chephren (Pyra1nid), Sir Douglas, J offre, Fifi (near 
L,ouis), Spring-Rice, King Edward (with f{o,vard Palmer), Bastion Peak, 
Fryatt (also with Palmer), Throne Mt., Castle (now Eisenho,ver: ne\v 
route by East face of South-east tovver), Robertson, Cataract Peak, 
and about as many more in the Canadian Rockies, as well as Moloch in 
the Selkirks. For man.y years he was troubled by a leg injury as a result 
of being rolled on when his horse floundered in a bad place on the trail. 

He was born and lived most of his life in Montreal. His father, 
Sir J oseph Hickson, was at one time President of the Grand Trunk Rail
road. He graduated from McGill in 1893, winning the gold medal in 

· mental and moral philosophy, and gained his master's degree in I 897, 
and his doctorate of philosophy in Germany in 19oo, after studying 
abroad. He was on the faculty at McGill from 1901 to 1924, teaching 
both psychology and philosophy, and for the last thirteen years as 
professor of metaphysics and logic. He had a brilliant and independent 
mind and did not always agree with his associates, a fact which may have 
contributed to his rather early retirement. In later years he interested 
himself in various charities, and also in the Art Association of Montreal 
in an executive capacity, and later he was made honorary President of 
the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 

Hickson was an unusual and stimulating person. His observations 
about people and situations were interesting, penetrating, and often 
witty. He held certain opinions and attitudes which were often rather 
original and different, but he \vas one of those men with \Vhom it was 
as much fun to disagree as to be in complete-agreement with. He could 
say the most surprising things with a straight face and then not laugh 
until you did. He was a conservative in some respects and pretty far 
from it in others. He was a rare personality ; we shall greatly miss him. 
He is survived by a brother and two sisters. _ 

STEPHEN REGINALD HOBDAY 

1875-1956 

S. R. HOBDAY joined the Alpine Club relatively late in life, in 1933, 
just thirty years after his last recorded mountain expedition. That he 
retained his interest in Alpine matters is beyond doubt, for he had 
corresponded with the Club until the last year or so, and in I 9 55 he 
had typed out a narrative of his six years of mountaineering from I 898 
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to 1903.4 His record to that date s_howed him to be an active and 
competent climber, who did quite a lot guideless and it is to be regretted 
that he discontinued mountaineering at such an early age. 

He \vas born on July 8, 1875, educated at London University, and 
studied Law, being called to the Bar by Gray's Inn in 1901. All his 
life he took a prominent part in the affairs of the waterways industry. 
He had been Chairman of the National Joint Council for the Inland 
Waterways Industry ; a member of the Central Advisory Water 
Committee and of the Central Canal Committee ; Clerk of the Board 
and General lVIanager of the Lee Conservancy Board ; and he took a 
keen interest in all measures to prevent the pollution of rivers. 

ROBERT JEFFREY 

1884-1956 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

RoBERT JEFFREY joined the Club in 1928 after having spent five seasons 
in the Alps, Dolomites and Norvvay. 

In 1915 he married Miss Mabel Inglis Clark, a daughter of Dr. Inglis 
Clark -vvho \vas a member of the Club and also President of the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club and on all subsequent expeditions in the Alps he 
\Vas accompanied by his wife. . 

The majority of his climbs abroad \Vere made with guides and for 
several seasons the J effreys employed Alphonse Chenoz of Courmayeur 
and his son Attilio. He had altogether sixteen seasons in the Alps and 
in I 93 8 -vvhen he and l\1rs. J effrey vvere in Canada they took the oppor
tunity of climbing in the Canadian Rockies and the Selkirks. They 
visited all the tnajor districts in Switzerland and the Dolomites, but the 
lV1ont Blanc -vvas their favourite country. 

His various expeditions are too numerous to detail, but amongst the 
most important \vere the traverse in one day of Mont Blanc from 
the Torino by Mont Blanc du Tacul, Mont Maudit and descent to 
Courmayeur by Dome du Gouter, Dome arete and Glacier de Miage, 
the Grepon, the traverse of Grand and Petit Dru, the traverse of 
Monte Rosa and Lyskamm, the Vajolet Towers and the Adang Kamin. 

In his latter years he had to be content -vvith smaller expeditions but 
even in 1955 at the age of seventy-one he was in Zinal, Zermatt and 
Pontresina. He was lightly built, most agile and possessed great 
stamina. 

He served on the Committee from 1943 to 1945. 
4 His son, Mr. S. H. Hobday, has kindly presented the Club with a copy of 

this essay. 

• 

' 
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J effrey knew every part of Scotland in summer and winter ; his 
favourite area for rock-climbing being the Cuillins, which he had 
visited at least twenty times ; for hill-\valking the Cairngorms rising 
from the \Vooded plain had a great attraction for him. 

He was President of the Scottish Mountaineering Club from 1938 
to 1945· 

J effrey was a ski pioneer in Scotland and it is recorded that in I 9 I 3 he 
was in the habit of ski-ing on the hill country near Edinburgh. He 
joined the Scottish Ski Club in 1913 and was Vice-President of the 
Club from 1950 until the date of his death. 

From 1923 onwards he was usually to be found in February with 
certain kindred spirits at Saanenmoser in the Oberland. 

For several years he represented the Scottish Mountaineering Club 
on the Council of the National Trust for Scotland. 

His sporting activities were not confined to ski-ing and mountain
eering, he was also a first-class golfer. 

H e V\ras an expert photographer both in black-and-white and in 
colour and vyas also a keen gardener and his garden at Bridge of Allan 
contains a fine collection of Alpine plants. 

In business, Jeffrey was an actuary, commencing his career in 
Edinburgh and subsequently moving to London as the Local Secretary 
of the Scottish Amicable Life Assurance Society. In 1929 he returned 
to Scotland and became, first, Secretary and, later, Manager of the 
Company in Glasgow. · 

J effrey loved all hills and mountains and one could not have had a 
better companion on any mountaineering expedition. In an emergency 
his judgment \¥as sound, he kept a cool head and retained his keen sense 
of humour. Those who had the privilege of climbing with him will 
treasure the memory of expeditions, in fair weather and foul, spent with 
an ideal comrade. 

One day in the spring of this year he was walking in the woods near 
his house V\rhen he suddenly passed away. 

A. HARRISON. 

SIR ARTHUR CLIVE MORRISON-BELL, BT. 

I871-I956. 

CLIVE MoRRISON-BELL, who died on April 16 this year at the age of 
eighty-five, served both in the Boer War and the First World War with 
the Scots Guards. I.Jater he represented the Devon East constituency 
for many years and was very popular among all parties in the House of 
Commons. H e had a passion for map-making and, while he was in the 
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House, he caused great interest by his celebrated ' Majority ' map, show
ing the struggle for superiority of the three parties. 

In later years Clive became an ardent supporter of the Sadler's 
Wells Ballet and his tall and elegant figure could be seen in the Foyer 
at Covent Garden on many nights during each season and it was always 
a delight to be the fortunate friend who was invited to accompany him. 
He was much loved by all members of the Company and there is a 
delightful photograph taken of him, shortly before his death, on the 
steps of his house in Montagu Square after a luncheon party, surrounded 
by five ballerinas ! 

Of his climbing activities : in I 904 Clive climbed in Canada with 
M ts. Avalanche, Sir Donald, Step hen and other lesser climbs to his 
credit. In I905 he climbed Mont Blanc. In I907 he was in Zermatt, 
which became perhaps his favourite centre, when he climbed the 
Zinal-Rothorn, lVIatterhorn, Weisshorn, and the Grand Combin, and 
he did the High Level Route from Chamonix to Zermatt. He also 
returned in I9o8 but his activities that season are not recorded. 

During the First World YVar Clive was taken prisoner and, when on 
parole in Switzerland, he returned to Zermatt in August I 9 I 8 and got 
leave to go climbing and he got in the Lyskamm, Dent Blanche, 
Matterhorn, and the Dom-Taschhorn traverse with descent by the 
Teufelsgrat, the second time this combination of routes had been 
achieved; he had Hermann Perren as guide, \vho did this traverse for 
the first time with Owen Glynne-Jones. They got down to Randa at 
I I P .M. and returned to Zermatt the follo,ving morning. On arrival at 
his hotel Clive was immediately attacked by the secretary of the tennis 
club, who told him that he had been searching for him for three days 
to play off the final of the singles ! So Clive changed and went on to the 

• 

court and won his match. He was already forty-seven years of age at 
the time. He " ras elected to the A. C. in I 908 and his sponsors were 
D. ,V. Freshfield and Lord Methuen. 

I feel I cannot do better than to end by quoting, by permission, 
from the notice by l,ord Airlie which appeared in The Times. ' He 
was a fine mountain climber, a good Parliamentarian, a great walker, 
and his many ploys, such as his famous maps etc. all went to show 
his great interest in all things. He vvas a delightful companion 
and his courage, his great generosity, and his keenness, endeared 
him to all. His example is one to which 've could all look in order to 
make us realise how fully a man can live his life for the enjoyment of 
many. ' . 

w. T. PEARCE. 
"' 

• 

' 
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ARNOLD UNDERWOOD SARPY 

I90I-I956 

371 

ARNOLD SARPY died at his home in south-west London on Feb
ruary 26, I956, in his 55th year after a long and wearisome illness which 
he bore with characteristic fortitude. 

Of a shy and retiring disposition, he was known only to a compara
tively small circle of members of the Alpine Club, but 'vas better 
known to members of the Association of British Members of the Swiss 
Alpine Club having been a member of the Committee of the Associa
tion on several occasions. Educated at the City of London School, his 
early interest was connected with running and he was a member of 
South London Harriers. In mountaineering, however, he found his 
greatest interest. Although a follower rather than a leader on climbs, 
he was second to none in his abiding love for mountains and hill 
country and his election to the Club in I936 was one of the high-lights 
of his career. 

Sarpy had also been connected with the Crusader Movement since 
I 9 I 2 and had been an officer since the early twenties. His leadership 
of one of the largest .. branches of the movement was wise and inspired 
confidence. He served on the Athletic Sports Sub-committee of the 
Crusaders Union and every year took a leading part at their Meeting 
at the University of London Athletic Ground, Motspur Park. 

He is survived by his widow to whom all sympathy must be extended 
at the tragic end of a short married life. 

GEO. STARKEY. 

CLAUD SCHUSTER 

r869-1956 
LoRD ScHUSTER, who died on June 28, was the senior past-President · 
of the Alpine Club and a Member of over sixty-two years' standing. 
;He came of a well-known Frankfurt family, of Jewish origin, who have 
been distinguished in the worlds of science, finance and lavv. He was 
not the first of his name to be a member of the A. C., his cousin, 
Sir Felix Schuster, having joined in I877· 

Claud Schuster was born on August 22, r869, and educated at Win
chester· College and New College, Oxford. He was very devoted to 
Winchester College, and his death, vvhile attending an Old Wyke
hamist dinner, seemed fitting. He vvas called to the Bar (Inner 
Temple) in I895 and from 1899 to I902 he \vas Secretary to the London 
Government Act Commission. From I903 to I9I r he was in the legal 
branch of the Board of Education ; from I9I2 to I9I5 vvith the National 
Health Insurance Commission; and from I9IS to I944 he was Clerk qf 
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the Crown in Chancery and Permanent Secretary to the Lord Chancel
lor. 5 Despite advanced years, he was from I944 to I946 the head of 
the legal division of the Allied Control Commission (British zone) in 
Austria. This list of appointments is not exhaustive, but is sufficient to 
recall the outlines of his public life. During his thirty years' 'work in 
the Lord Chancellor's Department he made his influence widely felt, 
not only in the fields of legal appointments and the patronage that 
belongs to a Lord Cpancellor, but in initiating numerous legal reforms 
which have been passed under successive Lord Chancellors. During 
Schuster's tenure of office, moreover, there were a number of major 
political events intimately connected with the Lord Chancellor of the 
day the Irish rebellion of I 9 I 6 ; the Zinoviev letter ; the General 
Strike ; and the Abdication crisis. 

Schuster was elected to the Alpine Club in February I894, served on 
the Committee from 190I to I903 (as an Extra Member in I942), was 
Vice-President in I937 and President from I938 to I940. His Presi
dency \vas memorable for two reasons ; first, he initiated and carried 
through the revision of the rules governing election to the Club, doing 
away with the old practice of the ballot ; and secondly, the outbreak of 
war in I939 involved considerable difficulties for the Club, financial and 
administrative, though the full brunt of these problems fell upon 
Schuster's successor in office. 

As a mountaineer, Schuster's records go back to the year I886 and 
he never missed a season in the Alps until I9I4, when his plans were 
stopped by the outbreak of war. From I92I he resumed his visits, but 
skiing now occupied a larger part of his activity and he spent more 
winter than summer holidays in the mountains. For practical purposes, 
his high climbing ceased in I 9 I I. Though his list of peaks and passes 
includes most of the standard climbs in most districts of the Alps he 
had thirty-three 4,ooo-metre climbs, not counting numerous repe
titions it would be pointless to enumerate his ascents and indeed, 
in a man who had little interest in mere climbing records, the task of 
detailing, year by year, all his expeditions would scarcely seem appropri
ate. He was not by disposition a centrist, but usually spent his climbing 
season between two or three different _districts : he tended to go out 
rather early in the year to avoid the crowding in huts and hotels. 

The Zermatt valley and the Engadine would appear to have been his 
favourite regions ; he was not much addicted to aiguille climbing, 
though in I894 he accounted for the Charmoz, Grepon and Petit Dru 
at a time when an aura of inaccessibility had hardly passed away from 
them. Mont Blanc he had climbed four times, by different routes. 

_ Usually he climbed in the old style, with one or more guides ; many 
5 He discussed these offices in two attractive articles, ' Problems of Legal 

Administration ' in Politica, March and June 1937. 

; 
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familiar names in Club annals appear as his companions, but from 1921 

onwards he most often was accompanied by his daughter. His last 
summer in the Alps (I937) vvas spent at Zermatt ':vith a grand-daughter 
aged I o, as climbing companion. 

His contributions to Alpine literature were distinguished by his style 
of writing, his appreciation of the aesthetic appeal of mountains, and by 
the good sense that always characterised him. His penetrating mind, 
his lucid language and his comprehensive grasp of problems served him 
well, for example, when writing the chapter on Tyndall as a moun
taineer in Eve and Creasey's Life and Work of John Tyndall. We see 
these qualities no less in his articles in the ALPINE JOURNAL : ' The 
middle age of a mountaineer,'6 or 'A May fox and March hares '7 and 
others ; in obituary notices of friends ; in his Valedictory Address8 ; 

or in his various books. In I 948 he 'vas invited to deliver the Romanes 
Lecture at Oxford and chose as his subject ' Mountaineering.' 

He was always ready to supply information, if asked ; time and again 
he would be approached for an opinion on a disputed point of Alpine 
history and the enquirer could be sure of receiving over the telephone 
some of those incisive, staccato utterances that were characteristic of 
him and which so often resolved a problem. His interest in and study 
of such matters never atrophied ; in his last years he complained con
stantly of decreptitude, but, in fact, he was astonishingly alert physically 
as well as mentally. A few months before he died he elected to go to 
Greece ; when his companion mildly suggested that the moment was 
hardly propitious for English travellers in Greece, Schuster's prompt 
ejaculation was entirely in character : ' Good God ! you 're not afraid, 
are you ? ' And go they did. 

He attended Club meetings, on and off, until about the last year of 
his life, and he seldom missed the Winter Dinner. In I 9 55 he vvas fully 
meaning to come, but having been watching the 'Varsity Rugger Match 
all afternoon, felt too -tired to turn out again in the evening. 

All who knew him valued the acquaintance of one who exemplified 
the wide culture of an earlier generation : he was an excellent conver
sationalist, had read (and remembered) all that was best in the English 
and classical languages, and had a capacious memory for quotations. 
He liked detective stories, Bridge, and watching athletics, and was 
reputed to be able to solve The Tirnes crossword puzzle, if not, like the 
late Dr. M. R. J ames, during the time needed to boil an egg, at any rate 
within twenty minutes. When age and the Second World War cut 
him off from the mountains, he returned to the sport of his childhood, 
foxhunting. He followed hounds, in the rather ramshackle way in 
which they were followed in wartime, during almost every winter week
end until he went to Austria. 

6 A..J. 24. 533· 7 A.J. 48. 234· 8 A.J. 53· 1. 
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He rarely listened to music (except choral and religious music) ; 
seldom drank wine; and detested modern (post-Eliot) poetry. His 
dislikes, in fact, were as confident and as catholic as his enthusiasms, and 
almost by choice he made enemies as vvell as friends. But he enjoyed 
being alive. 

In the Alpine Club we regret the passing of a Member of much dis
tinction, whilst glad that he did not experience any long-drawn-out 
diminution of his mental and physical powers. 

He was married in 1896 to Mabel Elizabeth (d. 1936), daughter of 
Dr. W. W. Merry, sometime Rector of Lincoln College, Oxford. His 
only son was killed in 1918 and to his daughter, who survives him, and 
to her family, we express our sympathy in their loss. 

WRIGHT. 

SIR ARNOLD LuNN writes : 
' 

Lord Schuster was the first mountaineer to be elected President of 
the Alpine Club and also of the Ski Club of Great Britain. He was a 
great liaison officer between these two sports. Many of the older 
members of the Alpine Club felt that ski should only be used as an aid 
to ski-mountaineering, and foolish references to ski-racers as ' pot
hunters' were not uncommon in the ALPINE JouRNAL twenty-five 
years ago. Lord Schuster in a memorable paper read before the Alpine 
Club9 remarked that there was a touch of Pecksniff in this attitude. 
' Competition has in the past entered into mountaineering ... there are 
those who collect summits like postage stamps, but apart from this, 
competition in athletic sports is not in itself an evil. There is nothing 
particularly immoral in either running or ski-ing faster than your 
neighbour. . . . ' 

I am old enough to remember the delight 'vith which the mountain
eering world 'velcomed his Peaks and Pleasant Pastures.. C. M yles 
Mathews wrote an article on climbing literature for the Climbers' Club 
Journal (N.S., 1912, p. 121), in which he said: ' I began my library 
with The Playg1"ound of Eu1"ope and tried each succeeding volume by its 
standard. My library re·mained a collection of one volume. It is so 
no longer. Mr. Schuster's book has joined it on the shelf.' 

The charm of Schuster's writing depended more on manner than on 
matter. He made no outstanding new ascent and had no desperate 
adventures to record, but few men have been more successful in 
evoking the beauty of the mountains or the enduring happiness of the 
hills. He was a humanist vvhose mind and 'vhose prose style were 
formed in an old, vanishing tradition. In his .prose one often heard 
half-caught echoes of lines born ' of some chance morning or evening 
at an Ionian festival or among the Sabine hills.' 

• 

9 /!.J. 46. 13. 
• 

• 
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MR. GEOFFREY WINTHROP YouNG writes: 

\Ve had met before I joined the Club, t\vo pairs going opposite ways 
along the Egginergrat; and the dark, agile mountaineer, with blue 
eyes of extraordinary intelligence and an engaging voice and manner, re
mained unforgettable. 

Through a long and notable career, the Alps were his relaxation and 
his romance, summer or \vinter ; and I do not think he climbed 
elsewhere.10 He \Vrote of them all his life \Vith elegance, and as an essayist 
rather than recorder. When The Times after the turn of the century set 
the example of taking notice of mountain climbing, and asked for an 
annual report, I suggested Schuster ; and his picturesque and thought
ful articles were later collected into the mountain classic Peaks and Pleas
ant Pastures. His sense of humour was keen, if less apparent in his 
studied writing ; and \vhen the Charles Donald Robertson Trust was 
founded for Cambridge undergraduates, it delighted him as legal 
adviser to the Board of Education, to draft an educational scheme for us, 
the first clause of which directed that the grants should not be spent 
upon education as then generally interpreted. 

His talent and interest lay in the management of men, in their social 
and legal relationships. His apprehension of facts, situations or per
sonalities was instantaneous, and his judgments followed almost as 
rapidly, invariably sound and often pungently expressed. For many 
years he vvas a final referee in dissensions or entanglements in our Club 
affairs. 

For youth, for action and for progress he had a temperamental sym
pathy, and he took a leading part in our Club evenings and the wide
ranging talk on~e a feature of our meetings. Early in the century, he was 
prominent in one of those recurrent waves of reform, in ideas and pro
cedure, by which, in every vital organisation, the succeeding younger 
generations supply their elders with the needful impetus towards change; 
and he was one of a conspiratorial dinner-party at the Blue Posts which, 
in the passage of time, provided three progressive presidents. His flair 
for dramatic intervention and at the right moment, produced in a later 
year a helpful turning-point in our Club history. If personal tragedies 
gave a touch of pessimism to his later addresses, and of shadow to his 
writing, his charm, his swift understanding and sympathetic response 
remained undimmed by time. 

Our two presidents most eminent in public life, Leo Amery and Claud 
Schuster, have died in age close together in time; and no two men 
could have been more unlike in temperament and career. Schuster, 
subtle, acute, artistic and emotional, concentrated through life upon a 
few fine lines of work, of influence and of self-expression ; Amery, 

10 He was in the Pyrenees in September, 1913. EDITOR. 
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statesmanlike, profound, of wide human experience and far-reaching 
interests. It is a singular tribute to the enduring fascination of moun
tains and of mountaineering, that they should have been happily associ
ated through such long years in this qne enthusiasm and in the active 
comradeship it demands. 

WILLIAM SEAFORD SHARPE 

I879-1956 

WILL SHARPE -vvas educated at Highgate School and Balliol, Oxford, 
\iVhere he read La-,:v, and took his lVI.A. On qualifying he went into 
the family business, an old-established firm of solicitors. l-Ie was 
elected a Governor of Highgate School in 1934 and was a Past Master of 
two Masonic Lodges. 

Interested in all sport he \;vas an original member of the Old London 
Ice Club -vvhich gave so great an impetus to ice-skating in this 
country. He. was elected to the Alpine Club in I9I I and alvvays re
tained a keen interest in the Club and \iVas a regular attendant at the 
meetings. 

After two short seasons in I 8g8 and I 900, he commenced serious 
climbing in · Igo6, during \\rhich year, in addition to numerous small 
climbs, he did the Eiger and Fletschhorn-Laquinhorn. 

In I907 he did the Grand Combin, Ruinette, Aig. d' i\.rgentiere, Nest
horn, Aletschhorn and several more; in I909 the Herbetet, Tour du Gr. 
St. Pierre (tr.), Grand Paradis, Grivola; in I9IO he was in the Oberland, 
mostly guideless; in I91 I he had the Weisshorn, Taschhorn, Ober 
Gabelhorn, Trifthorn (tr.) ; in I9I3 Aiguille de la Za, the Saas-grat, 
Rimpfischhorn, Chateau des Dames (tr.), Dent d' Herens and Mont 
Blanc. 

In the 1914 war he held a commission in theIst Bn. London Regiment 
(Royal Fusiliers). Evacuated from Gallipoli \iVith phlebitis he was 
subsequently passed as fit,. but \;vas wounded later in France during the 
advance from Arras to the Hindenburg Line \:vhich brought on again 
his old trouble. But in I 924 he was again back in the Alps climbing 
in the Graians, and in I 926 made a long and successful tour from the 
Eastern Dolomites to the Engadine ; Cristallo, Grosse Zinne, Antelao, 
Pelmo, Marmolata (tr.), Funffingerspitze, Order (tr.). In I928 he was 
at Zermatt. He climbed also in North Wales and the Lakes. Many 
of his tours were made -vvith the writer, and he had a number of good 
ascents with his brother, l\1ajor P. H. Sharpe, a member of this club, 
and the late Bensoh Lawford. In his prime he was a strong goer and 
a safe and dependable climber. 
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. He was a man of high principles and he brought to his varied activities 
a loyalty and humanity which won him many friends . 

I am grateful to Major Sharpe and to his brother, Mr. Reginald 
Sharpe, for some particulars about their brother, who was one of my 
oldest friends. 

J. 0SBORNE WALKER. 

------------------

RICHARD MERRIAM VINEY 

1924-1956 

BY the death of Dick Viney, killed on the Jagihorn viith Tom Bourdillon, 
one of his greatest friends, on July 29, 1956, the first day of their Alpine 
holiday, the Alpine Club loses one of its most active and faithful younger 
members, the Climbers' Club its honorary secretary, and a very large 
number of mountaineers a personal friend. For Dick Viney's acquaint
ance was enormously wide. He had the gift of ready friendship with 
all sorts of people. Often he was the bridge between groups of different 
age or different outlook. In a mountaineering world becoming in
creasingly diverse, his influence will be missed. 

He 'vas aged 32, unmarried, the fourth son of Colonel 0. V. Viney, of 
Aylesbury, the youngest of an exceptionally happy and close-knit 
family. At the age of 9 he almost died, of glandular illness, and spent 
two years in bed. His later mountaineering and parachute jumping 
were a tribute to his mother's nursing. He was at school at Oundle 
and Phillips Academy in the United States. The latter gave him a 
lasting interest in America ; it also freed him from some of the pre
judices of most English boys and perhaps developed that streak of 
unorthodoxy which helped to make him such a good mixer with all 
types of people. Aged I 8 he returned to enlist in the Army. His ship 
was torpedoed in the Atlantic. He spent seven days in an open boat. 
Only rarely, and to most intimate friends, could he be persuaded to talk 
of this experience, but his youthful courage must have contributed in 
no small measure to the survival of the whole boat party. His fingers 
were touched by the cold and wet, and on mountains he was often 
bothered by cold hands. · 

After rescue he served first in the Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry, then in the Black Watch. He was awarded the Military Cross 
as a platoon commander at the Rhine crossing, and was later adjutant 
of his battalion. After the war he continued to serve as a T erritorial. 
He learned parachute jumping and became a staff captain in the Inde
pendent Parachute Brigade, T.A. In 1947 he went up to University 
College, Oxford, where he read Modern History in two years. 
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'Thereafter he worked "for B.X. Plastics Ltd., latterly as a sales 
manager. 

Mountaineering was his chief recreation, but it was far from being 
his only interest. He believed in living life to the full ; indeed he 
amazed his friends by the amount of varied activity he crammed into his 
day. He worked extremely hard at his job, in which he was intensely 
interested, and successful. Then besides the Territorial Army, there 
was a constant round of social engagements. He loved conversation, 
meeting people and seeing things. He loved too the theatre he was a 
regular playgoer and books. He was unusually well read, the gift, he 
used to say, of a home full of books and of leisure during his childhood 
illness to acquire the habit of reading. 

A natural leader, confident, vigorous, with a quick mind and a quick, 
forthright tongue, Dick Viney was always at the centre of any group. 
To all he did he brought energy and cheerful enthusiasm ; and especi
ally to mountaineering. Mountains vvere in his family. He was taken 
to the Alps as a boy before the war. At Oxford he was one of the leaders 
(Bourdillon was another) at a notable epoch of O.U.M.C. climbing; he 
edited Oxford Mountaineering. In vacations, and subsequently on all 
holidays and many week-ends, he climbed in most parts of Britain, and 
in the Alps each season from 1948. He enjoyed the fellowship of 
mountaineering clubs. He was a life member of the O.U.M.C., for 
which he had a great affection, and of the Oxford Alpine Club, which he 
helped to re-invigorate after the war. He was elected to the Alpine Club 
in 1951, and was one of the founder members of the Alpine Climbing 
Group. The Climbers' Club he joined in 1948, and became honorary 
secretary in 1953. His efficiency and initiative made him an admirable 
secretary, and his personality did much to draw the club together. He 
made a point of getting to know personally as many as possible of the 
members, especially new ones, and he did much selfless work that went 
beyond the ordinary duties of a secretary, particularly in helping 
beginners and in organising week-end lifts to Wales or the Lakes for 
people in London. 

I met him first at Buttermere in 1943 ; we spent a wet afternoon in 
Birkness Coombe. The friendship was renewed at Oxford, and from · 
then on we were often in the same party. Dick was a splendid com
panion on mountains, cheerful, sympathetic, calm and reassuring in a 
crisis, and a very sound mountaineer. His natural pace was fast, and 
he seemed to need little training to become fit. He was ahvays very 
safe and responsible, especially if leading. He would not normally 
lead rock-climbs of great difficulty, but he took part in many fine 
climbs, adding strength to the party by his experience and steadiness. 
In the Alps especially his friends valued his judgme~t, and his enthu
siasm. In planning Dick would speak up first to urge the enterprising 



• 

IN MEMORIAM 379 

course, leaving others to point out doubts and difficulties ; but he 
would as readily throw his influence the other way if the party veered 
towards a rash decision, for he always put achievement second to the 
safety and happiness of his friends and himself. He was vvell read in 
Alpine as in other literature, and this influenced his choice of climbs; 
he loved to ferret out some neglected route of promising description, 
especially anything pioneered by Ryan and the Lochmatters, for whom 
he had a special admiration. 

In his two Oxford long vacations, in 1948 and 1949, he did a number 
of standard routes, including Mt. Blanc de Seilon (traverse), Rimp
fischhorn (traverse) Allalinhorn (traverse), Grand Combin (traverse), 
Dent Blanche (Ferpecle ridge), Rothorn (traverse), Dom, Monch 
(traverse), Grepon, Requin, Mont Blanc. After Oxford he never 
had more than a fortnight for his Alpine holiday, but he made 
full use of it. In 1950 Bourdillon and he climbed the North ridge 
of the Dent du Geant, and they, Nicol and Saxby made the ascent 
of the Ryan-Lochmatter route on the Aiguille du Plan. This fine 
route has since become popular, but in 1950 it still had a formidable 
reputation among Englishmen, and Dick was justly happy to have 
helped to open it for the new generation. In 1951 the weather was bad 
but he did the Charmoz, and later the North-west ridge of the Blaitiere, 
another neglected Ryan-Lochmatter to which he drew attention. In 
1952 he, Westmacott and I returned to Zermatt. We did the little
known Mayer-Dibona route on the \iVandfluhhorn (Dick's suggestion) 
and traversed the Breithorn, and later achieved two ambitions, the 
East ridge of the Dent d'Herens and the Zmutt ridge of the Matterhorn. 
The latter gave Dick special pleasure. He had determined not to 
climb the Matterhorn until he could lead his own party up the Zmutt ; 
and that he duly did. In 1953 a week at Chamonix yielded Aiguille de 
l'M, Les Courtes and the Aiguille Verte ; then came a long and ex
citing expedition on the Tronchey Ridge of the Gran des J orasses, on 
which he later read a paper to the Alpine Club.11 In 1954 he, Bour
dillon and I went again to Courmayeur, but the weather was poor and the 
only climbs on minor peaks : they included the Via Ottoz on the 
Aiguille Croux and a prolonged exploration on the Aiguilles de Pra Sec. 
1955 brought fulfilment of a long cherished plan, a visit to Dauphine 
and a traverse of the Meije. We went on to Courmayeur, where it 
rained, but between storms we snatched the Gran Paradiso, Dick's 
last Alpine summit. 

The move to the Gran Paradiso was Dick~s suggestion, and this was 
characteristic. For he was never at a loss for an idea, not only for the 
next climb but for the next holiday. This perhaps, above all, his 
friends will miss. For week-end or holiday it was Dick who proposed 

11 A.J. 59· 323 . 
• 
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. plans, Dick who made the arrangements, Dick who organised things. 
And how well he did it : under his guidance climbing was always fun. 
This, indeed, might be his epitaph : He was a leader of happy parties. 

. A. K. RA WLINSON. 

MR. EML YN J ONES writes : 

It is very difficult to believe that Dick Viney is no longer with us. 
His was such a vital personality, his life was fully lived and enjoyed, he 
had achieved so much and yet showed so much promise of achievements 
yet to come all this serves to sharpen the edge of the tragedy of his 
death. 

I shall always retain very happy memories of many hours spent in his 
company where his enormous sense of fun made ·him a most charming 
companion. He was a great raconteur with an extraordinarily keen 
sense of observation which enabled him to draw the humour out of many 
an incident in the hills and imprint it in the memory of others. This 
I think typifies his attitude to mountaineering, which was for Dick first 
and foremost a happy sport indulged in by groups of friends who set 
out to enjoy themselves. 

Dick was frequently outspoken and did not easily tolerate fools and 
knaves, but underneath he was a man of great kindness and modesty. 
His death is felt as a deep personal blow by the countless numbers of 
people who were his friends. The Alpine Club keenly conscious of its 
own loss extends its sympathy to Colonel Viney and his family. 

HERMANN PETER ZIEMANN 

1862-1956 

DR. H. P. ZIEMANN was born and educated in Germany. He obtained 
British nationality when he came to England as a young man and was 
awarded his M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. at Charing Cross Hospital. Later 
he attend~d courses at the Universities of Freiburg, Bonn and Heidel-.. 
berg, where he got his M.D. 

He practised medicine exclusively in England, first at Bridlington, 
then St. Helen's and finally in London, where he had a general practice 
in Cricklewood for fifty years. 

He was elected to the Alpine Club in June 1905, having commenced 
mountaineering only in 1900. He climbed continuously for' many 
years and had a wide experience of both the Alps and the Dolomites. 
The majority of his climbs were made with Alois Kneisel of Zurich 
as guide. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 
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